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of the Plate Fleets sailing from the Spanish Main to
Cadiz. They declared for Don Antcnio, and it was
agreed even by the cautious Cecil that Elizabeth should
support the exile in his claim to the islands. There was
not a sailor in England who did not understand the
enormous advantage of being able to wait in the Azores
for the Spanish galleons*
Events had prepared the way favourably for such a
scheme.    Drake, now Sir Francis, rich and popular,
though a number of high officers of state had declined
his presents of looted treasure, was contemplating a
fresh expedition.   But he did not intend to lead it him-
self.    The court party, knowing Frobisher's unemploy-
ment and aware of his ability, put him forward for the
command.    Henry Ughtred, a wealthy man of affairs,
was behind this appointment, and Ughtred was a close
personal friend of the Earl of Leicester.   Drake, judg-
ing from a letter to Leicester dated October 14, 1581,
was evidently in cordial agreement.   He makes a series
of proposals, suggesting finally that "if his lordship with
Master Frobisher think best to have the little new bark
and the two pinnaces he will bestow the like adventure
therein; and upon their advice given will have the ship
sheathed, prepared and furnished with sufficient pro-
visions to their good liking.   Whereupon he will gladly
attend their answer herein, for that he Is very desirous
to show that dutiful service he can possibly do in any
action his lordship vouchsafeth to use him, and for it
he is willing to follow the direction of his lordship and
Mr. Frobisher in every respect.1*
So far as could be seen, Frobisher would be away
to the Spanish Main in command of a well-found squad-
ron of three ships, and Don Antonio's troubles would
not break his rest. The Earls of Leicester, Oxford,
Pembroke, and Warwick were in it, Lord Howard, Sir
Christopher Hatton, Sir Francis Walsyngham, Sir